Letters from San Juan Cty and Silverton Chamber
Sabrina Forrest Jennifer Lane, Michael Holmes 12/06/2011 11:10 AM

Sabrina Forrest/R8/USEPA/US
Jennifer Lane/R8/USEPA/US, Michael Holmes/R8/USEPA/US
Richard Sisk/R8/USEPA/US@EPA

| sent these up to Richard Sisk to code and add to the UCC records. You may forward them to others as you
see fit. | also left vmail with Rose Raab and spoke with Willy Tookey about the change in Project Mgmt and
that | did not know if a formal response to the letters would be forthcoming. | will likely also give Ernie
Kuhlman and Pete McKay a courtesy call.
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Sincerely,

Sabrina Forrest

Site Assessment Manager

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1595 Wynkoop Street, Mail Code: 8EPR-B
Denver, CO 80202-1129

Direct Ph: 303-312-6484

Toll Free: 1 800-227-8917, 312-6484
Fax: 303-312-6065

Agency Cell: 303-589-1286

E-mail: forrest.sabrina@epa.gov

NOTICE: The information contained in this e-mail is intended only for the use of the recipient(s) named
above. This message and any attachments may contain confidential or privileged information. If the reader
is not the intended recipient or an agent responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you have
received this document in error and any review, dissemination, disclosure, distribution, use, or copying of the
contents of this message is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify
me immediately by e-mail or telephone and destroy all copies of the original message and any attachments.



SAN JUAN COUNTY
COLORADO

1557 GREENE STREET
P.O. BOX 466
SILVERTON, COLORADO 81433
PHONE/FAX 970-387-5766 sanjuancounty@frontier.net

November 22, 2011

Sabrina Forrest

USEPA REGION 8
1595 Wynkoop St.

Mail Code: 8EPR-B
Denver, CO 80202-1129

Dear Sabrina:

Please be advised that the San Juan County Commissioners unanimously support Sunnyside Gold’s
proposal for a collaborative approach to improving the water quality of the upper Animas River.
San Juan County would encourage your organization to participate in this collaborative effort and to
bring any resources that may be available to the table.

San Juan County believes that this collaboration will allow us to achieve the water quality
improvements that are needed in a more efficient and economic manner than by pursuing the
designation of a superfund site for the Upper Gladstone area. Additionally, the collaborative model
does not present any of the perceived negative connotations that a superfund designation may bring
to the community.

The Commissioners fully recognize that if this collaborative process fails a superfund designation
may be our only alternative for improved water quality. If you have any questions, please contact
our County Administrator William Tookey at your convenience.

A

Ernest F. Kuhlman, Chair
San Juan County Commissioners





Resolution 2011- 07

A RESOLUTION TO SUPPORT A COLLOBORATIVE PROCESS TO IMPROVE TIIE WATER QUALITY
OF THE UPPER ANIMAS RIVER BASIN

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of San Juan County, Colorado has supported responsible
mining as a use by right in San Juan County; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of San Juan County has supported the efforts of the Animas
River Stakeholder Group to improve water quality within the upper basin of the Animas River; and

WHEREAS, Sunnyside Gold has contributed nearly $15 Million Dollars to previous reclamation and
remediation efforts to improve water quality; and

WIIEREAS, Sunnyside Gold has offered to contribute $6.5 Million Dollars towards a collaborative
process to help to address the water quality problems of the Upper Animas River; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of San Juan County belicve that the collaborative process
provides the most efficient and economic manner for addressing these water quality issues; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of San Juan County believe that the collaborative process
does not present any of the perceived negative connotations that a superfund designation may bring to the
community.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of San Juan County
fully supports the collaborative process as proposed by Sunnyside Gold; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of San Juan County strongly
encourages the Environmental Protection Agency, the Bureau of Land Management, the Colorado Department
of Public Health and Environment, the Animas River Stakeholders Group, and neighboring property owners to
fully participate in this Collaborative Process and to provide any and all available resources necessary to
contribute to a successful resolution to these water quality issues.

READ, PASSED AND ADOPTED this 22™ day of November, 2011 by the Board of County Commissioners of
San Juan County, Colorado.

Attest:
Ermest Kuhlman, Chairman
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Peter McKay P Ladonna Jaramillo, Clerk and Recorder






Selected Materials Evidencing Breadth and Depth of Community Preference for Animas
River Stakeholders Group Collaborative Process Over EPA Superfund Listing

e Congressman Scott Tipton Letter

* Durango Herald Editorial

e San Juan Citizens Alliance Letter

¢ San Juan County Commissioners Letter

® San Juan County Commissioners Resolution

e Silverton Area Chamber of Commerce Letter

e Silverton Town Trustee Jim Lindaman Letter

e State Representative J Paul Brown Letter

e Sunnyside Gold Corporation Letter

* Various (selected examples from local citizens)
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SCOTTR TIPTON

AGRICULTURE

Congaress of the Umited States
House of Representatives

TWashington, DE 2035150603

November 15, 2011

James B. Martin

Administrator — Region 8

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1595 Wynkoop Street

Denver, CO 80202-1129

Dear Administrator Martin:

I'am writing to you to express my concern regarding the initiative to place the Upper Cement Creek area
on the Superfund National Priorities list. This action would have drastic consequences for the region
and for local economies.

The Animas River Stakeholders Group has proposed a collaborative process to improve the water
quality in the Animas River. The group has taken great care to include the voices of those affected and
formulate an effective, common sense solution. I support the collaborative effort to improve the
environmental integrity of this area.

I also believe that the community-based process is a superior option to the Superfund designation.
Relying on local efforts that have far and wide an invested interest in the wellbeing of the Animas River
and surrounding areas is an ideal alternative. The local stakeholders will be able to produce funds and

manpower that the agency cannot make use of on under the Superfund process.

I strongly urge you to consider local solutions to improving water quality in the Animas River.
Sincerely,

i .

Scott Tipton
Member of Congress
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Article published Oct 7, 2011

Silverton mining cleanup

Sunnyside’s investment a good start toward fix

The Animas River plays an invaluable role in the vibrancy of
communities from Silverton to Farmington, and as goes the river’s
health, so goes that of the cities through which it meanders. As such,
ensuring that the Animas is well cared for from its headwaters to its
confluence with the San Juan is in the best interest of all who rely on
it for its irreplaceable water resources, habitat, and economic and
ecological value.

Providing that care is no simple matter, given the mining history in
the river's headwaters region and the ensuing complications of
sorting out who is responsible for what. But Sunnyside Mining
Corp.’s commitment of $6.5 million toward the effort is a significant
step.

At issue is the cleanup of the Gladstone area above Silverton, where
four mines are discharging a toxic soup of contaminated water into
the Animas River tributary to the tune of 800 gallons per minute. This
mineral-laden water — heavy with cadmium, manganese, copper,
lead and zinc — has diminished water quality in the Animas at least to
Baker’s Bridge, and has been the focus of an organized stakeholder
group effort to clean it up for nearly 20 years.

That work has been a challenging undertaking, given the many
tentacles of ownership of the mines in question, and the range of -
as well as implications of — options that exist to address the situation.
But all agree that there is a significant problem that must be

http://www.durangoherald.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/201... 11/14/2011
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addressed. Sunnyside’s ponying up of funds to do that is a welcome
step that can build on the momentum that stakeholders have
generated.

Sunnyside’s money would help fund a study of options for dealing
with the problem and could also contribute to operating costs of a
treatment facility that the Bureau of Land Management has proposed
to construct. The agency has said that it lacks the funds to pay for
operation of the facility, so Sunnyside’s commitment connects
another piece of the puzzle.

What many stakeholders and Silverton residents hope to avoid is the
Environmental Protection Agency’s designation of the area as a
Superfund site — a label that has some concerned about diminished
tourism and other economic ramifications.

While there are many questions as to whether or how much a
Superfund designation would negatively affect the Silverton
community, finding locally generated and implemented solutions to
the mining contamination is the right place to look first. If it turns out
not to be practicable, exploring federally administered options comes
next.

As a longtime mining operator in the Silverton area, Sunnyside
certainly has a stake in ensuring that whatever negative impacts its
operations might have had be remedied. Committing money — and
no small amount of it — toward that ethic is of great value to the
process of finding a solution, as well as the practical reality of
implementing it.

Sunnyside’s announcement is not the end of the discussion, but it
gives further framework to the structure that is emerging from them.
That is encouraging on many levels, not least among them that a
wide-ranging group of individuals and organizations, agencies and
decision-makers can come together and find common ground for
generating solutions.

But more importantly, it suggests that the waters of the Animas River

http://www.durangoherald.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/201... 11/14/2011





The Durango Herald 10/07/2011 | Silverton mining cleanup Page 3 of 3

might once again be clean and clear — and that is an outcome for
which all who live along its banks will owe a great debt.

http://www.durangoherald.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/201... 11/14/2011





SAN JUAN

ALLIANCE

1022%: Main Avenue
PO Box 2461
Durango, CO
81302

970.259.3583
970.259.8303

November 11, 2011

Sabrina Forrest James B. Martin
Site Assessment Manager Administrator — Region 8

Howard Cantor

Deputy Regional Administrator — Region 8
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1595 Wynkoop Street

Denver, CO 80202-1129

Dear Sabrina, Jim and Howard,

I'am writing in support of the collaborative community process working on finding
solutions to the Cement Creck water quality issues in San Juan County, Colorado. San Juan
Citizens Alliance has been involved in the Animas River Stakeholders Group (ARSG) for
many years, and is currently involved in the Upper Cement Creek Work Group.

The issue of mine drainage in Upper Cement Creek adding unacceptable quantities of
metals to the Animas River is extremely significant and of great concern. We believe the
EPA is rightfully involved in the issue, and are grateful for the significant resources and
knowledge the EPA has provided to the process. We encourage the EPA to remain very
involved, and we firmly believe any solutions must meet EPA approval.

At this point in time, we hope the EPA doesn’t inadvertently undermine the voluntary
collaborative, community driven process, set up under ARSG as the Upper Cement Creek
Work Group (UCCWG). The UCCWG is actively exploring options for long-term,
feasible, and effective solutions to the metal loading issue. San Juan Citizens Alliance is
aware that EPA is considering sending 104(c) letters to PRPs and potentially putting the
arca on the NPL list. We are concerned that either of these actions could reduce the
willingness of some of the entities currently active in the UCCWG to participate in the
collaborative process. We therefore encourage the EPA to proceed with extreme caution.

San Juan Citizens Alliance is hopeful that the UCCWG process can make real headway on
finding feasible technical solutions. The questions of long-term funding for operating and
maintaining any physical treatment plant may prove more difficult, and may require
additional EPA action and involvement when the group reaches that point in the process.
However, the effectiveness of the ARSG has been well established, and we are hopeful that
the UCCWG will prove capable of similar effectiveness.

Again, we are requesting the EPA to consider the effect of cither NPL listing or 104(e)
letters on the on-going collaborative process prior to taking cither action. We firmly
support the EPA’s involvement in the process, but hope to maintain the collaborative nature
of the process for as long as it appears both willing and capable of moving toward a
solution.

Thank you for your attention to this issue and please contact me if you have any questions.
Respectfully,

- _— lj". ’: i
Tty oG

Dan Randolph, Executive Director

www.sanjuancitizens.org
100% Past Consumer Recycled Paper





SAN JUAN COUNTY
COLORADO

1557 GREENE STREET
P.0. BOX 466
SILVERTON, COLORADO 81433
PHONE/FAX 970-387-5766 sanjuancounty@frontier.net

November 11, 2011

To Whom It May Concern:

Please be advised that the San Juan County Commissioners unanimously support Sunnyside Gold’s
proposal for a collaborative approach to improving the water quality of the upper Animas River.
San Juan County would encourage your organization to participate in the collaborative effort and to
bring any resources that may be available to the table.

San Juan County believes that this collaboration will allow us to achieve the water quality
improvements that are needed in a more efficient and cconomic manner that pursuing the
designation of a superfund site. Additionally, the collaborative model does not present any of the
perceived negative connotations that a superfund designation may bring to the community.

The Commissioners fully recognize that if this collaborative process fails a superfund designation
may be our only alternative.

If you have any questions please contact County Administrator William Tookey.

Sincerely,

Emest F. Kuhlman, Chair
San Juan County Commissioners





Resolution 2011- 07

A RESOLUTION TO SUPPORT A COLLOBORATIVE PROCESS TO IMPROVE THE WATER QUALITY
OF THE UPPER ANIMAS RIVER BASIN

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of San Juan County, Colorado has supported responsible
mining as a use by right in San Juan County; and

WIHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of San Juan County has supported the efforts of the Animas
River Stakeholder Group to improve water quality within the upper basin of the Animas River; and

WHEREAS, Sunnyside Gold has contributed nearly $15 Million Dollars to previous reclamation and
remediation efforts to improve water quality; and

WHEREAS, Sunnyside Gold has offered to contribute $6.5 Million Dollars towards a collaborative
process to help to address the water quality problems of the Upper Animas River; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of San Juan County belicve that the collaborative process
provides the most efficient and economic manner for addressing these water quality issues; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of San Juan County believe that the collaborative process
does not present any of the perceived negative connotations that a superfund designation may bring to the
community.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of San Juan County
fully supports the collaborative process as proposed by Sunnyside Gold: and

BE I'T FURTHER RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of San Juan County strongly
encourages the Environmental Protection Agency, the Bureau of Land Management, the Colorado Department
of Public Health and Environment, the Animas River Stakeholders Group, and neighboring property owners to
fully participate in this Collaborative Process and to provide any and all available resources necessary to
contribute to a successful resolution to these water quality issues.

READ, PASSED AND ADOPTED this 22™ day of November, 2011 by the Board of County Commissioners of
San Juan County, Colorado.

P

o o A o Atlest:
Ernest Kuhlman, Chairman
The C ks |
Peter McKay [ Ladonna Jaramillo, Clerk and Recorder
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November 28, 2011

Sabrina Forrest

Site Assessment Manager

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1595 Wynkoop Street

Denver, CO 80202-1129

Dear Ms. Forrest,

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Silverton Area Chamber of Commerce, I wish
to offer the following comments.

The Silverton Area Chamber of Commerce is extremely concerned about EPA’s efforts
to place an area of Cement Creek near Silverton, Colorado on the Superfund National
Priorities List in the near future, and how that action may affect the area and the local
business community, While improvement of water quality is a valid goal, the Chamber
would prefer that goal be pursued through the proven collaborative process of the Animas
River Stakeholders Group, and thus avoid the stigma associated with a Superfund
designation that might impact the local economy,

Please allow this collaborative process to work by suspending current efforts to designate
a Superfund site in our community.

Thank you for your attention.
Sincerely,

B Rl

Rose Raab
Executive Director

The Heart of the High Country
414 Greene Street * PO Box 565 * Silverton, Colorado 81433
1-800-7562-4191 toll-free * 970-387-5654 ph * 970-387-0282 fx
www silvertoncolorado.com






From: Jim Lindaman [mailto:jim@yesdurango.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 25, 2011 2:08 PM

To: forrest.sabrina@epa.gov; lane.jennifer@epa.gov
Subject: Animas

Sabrina and Jennifer,

After listening to you both, Larry Perino, and various other groups, it is

my opinion that the best course of action at this time, is a collaborative
effort between BLM, Sunnyside, regional stakeholders, and you. Maybe you
already agree with this, and I apologize if you do, but seems there are
various conflicting ideas on who believes what. 1 just wanted to go on
record for what I believe is the best for now.

Thank you both for your time.

Jim

Jim Lindaman

Silverton Town Trustee

939 Greene Street PO Box 477
Silverton CO 81433
970-387-5883





State Representative

J PAUL BROWN

PO Box 178

lgnacio, CO 81137

Capitol: 303-866-2914

Home 970-563-4453

E-mail® jpaul brown housei@state co us

October 24. 2011

James B. Martin
Administrator — Region 8

COLORADO
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

STATE CAPITOL
DENVER

80z03

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

1595 Wynkoop Street
Denver, CO 80202-1129

Re: Upper Cement Creek, Silverton Colorado

Dear Administrator Martin:

Member:
Agriculture, Livestock & Natural
Resources Comnuttee
Capital Development Committee
Health & Environment Commuittee
I'ransportation Commitiee

I write to you out of serious concern with respect to the fact that your Agency is considering putting
the Upper Cement Creek area near Silverton. Colorado on the Superfund National Priorities List.

[ strongly oppose this course of action, and believe it would cause great harm to the community. The
proven collaborative process of the Animas River Stakeholders Group is the best route to timely, and
efficient improvement of water quality in the Animas River. Please allow this collaborative process
to work. | would much rather see resources put towards improving water quality in the Animas
River through the collaborative model, than see resources wasted in the adversarial and inefficient

Superfund process.

Thank you for your attention.

Sincerely,
/7 T
//g / /:jd 5
/é”(‘f?#' ’:_é’ .;‘ W
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;/

J Paul Brown

Colorado State Representative

IHouse District 59





Sunnyside Gold Corporation

1888 Sherman Street, Suite 780
Denver, Colorado 80203

October 4, 2011 VIA HAND DELIVERY

Peter Butler

Co-Coordinator

Animas River Stakcholders Group
1711 Baby Bear Rd.

Durango, CO 81301

Steve Fearn

Co-Coordinator

Animas River Stakeholders Group
PO Box 468

Silverton, CO 81433

Bill Simon

Co-Coordinator

Animas River Stakeholders Group
8185 CR 203

Durango, CO 81301

Lori Armstrong

District Manager

Southwest District Office
Bureau of Land Management
2465 South Townsend Avenue
Montrose, Colorado 81401

Re: Animas River Water Quality

Dear District Manager and Gentlemen:

The Silverton area has a long and distinguished history of both mining and successful
collaborative efforts to address environmental matters. Sunnyside Gold Corporation

(“Sunnyside™) has been a part of that history, and has a continuing interest in water quality and
habitats in the area.





October 4, 2011
Letter re: Animas River Water Quality
Page 2 of 2

Faced with new and unanticipated water quality challenges in the Animas River, the community
is once again demonstrating its capacity for pursuing cooperative solutions to complex problems.
It is my understanding that, at the August meeting of the Animas River Stakeholders Group, a
Bureau of Land Management representative discussed BLM’s interest in potentially constructing
a water treatment plant on federal lands to treat waters coming from the American Tunnel. It
was noted, however, that BLM would not be in a position to allocate monies to operate such a
facility. At the September Animas River Stakeholders Group meeting, the stakeholders
discussed joint efforts to evaluate water management alternatives to determine the best technical
and cost-effective approach to reduce metals loading to Cement Creek, with the goal of
improving water quality in the Animas River.

Sunnyside is today offering to contribute up to $6.5 Million Dollars towards projects to improve
water quality in the Animas River that Sunnyside may approve after consultation with the
Animas River Stakeholders Group. Of this total amount, Sunnyside is presently committing to
contribute: 1) Twenty-five Thousand Dollars ($25,000) towards the ongoing effort being
undertaken by the Animas River Stakeholders Group to evaluate water management alternatives;
and 2) up to Five-Million Dollars ($5,000,000) toward the operation of a cost-effective water
treatment plant to treat water from the American Tunnel should the BLM build and operate such
a facility.

Sunnyside’s record of commitment to water quality is demonstrated by its having spent almost
Fiftcen Million Dollars on mitigation, remediation and reclamation in the area and having been
released from liabilities pursuant to a voluntary Consent Decree with the Colorado Department
of Public Health and Environment. Nothing in this letter is intended to or shall be deemed to
constitute any admission of liability. Sunnyside does not view that a Superfund listing would be
constructive and would vigorously contest any alleged liability under Superfund.

Sunnyside is pleased to continue to be a partner in the ongoing collaborative efforts to improve
water quality and habitats in the Animas River. We are hopeful that our actions today will serve
as an impetus for others to expand their commitments to contributing to jointly addressing water
quality in the Animas.

Sincerely,

Sunnyside Gold Corporation
Lauren M. Roberts
President





Various (selected examples from local citizens)






October 24, 2011

Sabrina Forrest

Site Assessment Manager
U,S,E.PA.

1595 Wynkoop Street
Denver CO 80202

Dear Ms. Forrest,

I have been a resident of Silverton for over sixty years and am a
retired miner, lawyer and local politician. I have seen Silvertons
highs and lows during that period and right now we are in an all
time low.

[ am an original member of the San Juan County Stakeholders
Group (SJCG). I was active in this group until recently when
cancer took up my time.

The SJICSG was formed for the primary if not sole purpose, since
it’s inception, to keep the Federal Government OUT of our local
concerns. and with the help of the Feds has located and categorized
near all of the sources of water pollution whether natural or man
made in the Silverton caldera. Lately most attention has been to the
Cement creek and Gladstone area.

We now where the problems lay and what it will take to cure them

SUPER FUND IS NOT THE SOLUTION.

Silverton, because of its location has only one industry that will
provide an adequate income to raise and educate a family. Tourism
dose not come close and it seems that is all we now have. MINING
is the ONLY chance we have to survive as viable community.





[t has become a well known fact that a Super Fund designation ,
for all practical purposes.brings mining to an end. No one can
overlook the disastrous results at Leadville, Summitville and The
Cour D’Alene (sic)to mention a few.No matter what promises are
made , once there is a Super Fund designation The Ferderal
Government will take over and do whatever they damn well please
regardless of the harm to the county and its residents.

The Frderal Government can help by leaving it to the locals,

provide financial aid whenever possible and see that “Good
Samaritan” legislation is passed

Respectfully submitted

COPIES TO:
James B. Martin Adm.- Region 8 USEPA
Howard Cantor Deputy Regional Adm. - Region 8§ USEPA






Editor, Silverton Standard
CC: Sabrina Forrest , Site Manager Assessment Mgr.

October 15. 2011

Editor,

Designating the Upper Cement Creek area a Superfund site would be the wrong approach
to efficiently and effectively imprave the water quality of the Animas River. A Superfund
designation would impose upon the area a costly and inflexible governmental process. It
would discourage cooperative, locally-driven solutions to a matter of local concern.
Placing the Superfund tag on our area would, no doubt, trigger lawsuits among EPA and
those who might otherwise be available to fund reasonable cleanup efforts. In this
scenario, only the lawyers get paid.

I'have worked for Sunnyside Gold/Kinross as they have continually moved forward in
their efforts to reclaim and revegetate the areas they are responsible for. 1 have found
them to be honest and sincere in their efforts. | have fertilized, planted and replanted
areas that struggle to vegetate due to high altitude and rocky ground. 1 have never been
told just to let it be. The company has always come back to me with another. “Let’s try
this.” 1 do not believe this is a company trying to walk away from their environmental
responsibility.

Working together to clean up the Animas River is the best path forward and I strongly

discourage the EPA from triggering the legal gridlock that will inevitably follow a
Superfund designation.

LT
/l/”t:tc Maisel

Owner

Maise] Excavation, LLC

P O Box 826

Silverton, CO 81433






Ted W. Toms
P.O. Box 465
Silverton, CO 81433
303-882-5107

October 18, 2011

Mr. Howard Cantor

Deputy Regional Administrator — Region 8
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1595 Wynkoop Street

Denver, CO 80202-1129

Dear Mr. Cantor:

There has been considerable attention given to the possible designation of the Cement Creek
area of San Juan County in Southwest Colorado as a “Superfund” site. | am writing to you to
voice my strong opposition to this action. My opposition is based on the following reasons:

(1) Since the demise of mining in Silverton and San Juan County, our home has
depended virtually solely on tourism for our very existence. As I'm sure you are
aware, anytime an area is designated a “Superfund” site, mental images of the worst
kind are conjured up. It i1s almost a certainty that this area being labeled with that
designation would basically destroy our very survival as a community because our
main source of existence would be destroyed. Tourists do not want to visit an area
that has a false image of being a dirty, unsafe and undesirable area.

(2) The designation would remove our ability as a community to control the situation in
a manner that would be most advantageous to us. With all due respect, outsiders
coming in and deciding what is best for us is not in our best interests. | am sure the
EPA has our best interests in mind, but the problem is, EPA does not know what is in
our best interest.

(3) | believe every option available should be utilized to clean up the Cement Creek area
before there is even a discussion of the possibility of a “Superfund” designation.
That designation should be the absolute last resort.

(4) Sunnyside Gold along with the Animas Stakeholders Group have put forward a viable
option that would address the problem and accomplish the desired results. There
are numerous advantages to Sunnyside’s approach:

(a) The vast knowledge that Sunnyside Gold and the Animas Stakeholders
Group has of this area, its topography, geology, and other particulars that
would be important considerations when determining the approach to clean-
up.

(b) Sunnyside also has vast experience in reclamation of mining sites. This
knowledge and experience would be invaluable in achieving the desired
results and should not be underestimated.





(c) Sunnyside’s Reclamation Manager, Mr. Larry Perino, also has many years of
overseeing reclamation projects, with great success. Also, being a resident of
this community, he is uniquely qualified to be able to accomplish the task
and at the same time, be able to maintain an interest in the community that
is and has always has been his home. Mr. Perino’s knowledge and
experience would also be invaluable to this project and should not be
ignored.

(d) Silverton/San Juan County still has a number of individuals who worked all
their lives in the mining industry and have assisted in reclamation projects
throughout San Juan County. In addition, employing some of these
experienced people would be a tremendous boost to the local economy. In
our very small community, an operation of any type that may provide even
five jobs would help our community tremendously.

It is a given that everyone desires clean water and every effort should be taken to ensure that
we protect our environment, within reason. However, the human factor must be considered
when contemplating designating a community a “Superfund” site. It is absolutely imperative
that every option be considered before taking such drastic action. | sincerely believe we can
clean up the Cement Creek area and at the same time, protect our homes and our livelihood.

| trust you and the EPA will take into consideration the impact a “Superfund” designation would
have on our home and come to the conclusion that there are alternate options that would

accomplish the desired results without destroying our area, its economy and our homes.

Sincerely,

Ted W. Toms
Silverton, Colorado






